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For Immediate Release May 16, 2012
Contact:  Jody Robinson, NOVJL Michigan, 248-736-1737
Jennifer Bishop Jenkins, NOVJL President, 312-882-4584
Victims’ Families of Teen Killers Denounce 
Flaws in “Report” Designed to Free Murderers
Michigan- Murder victims’ families of those killed by teens in Michigan reacted to the release yesterday of a flawed “report” by the Michigan ACLU called Basic Decency: Protecting the Human Rights of Children.  The victims’ families labeled the publication a flawed piece of propaganda, insensitive to victims’ families, filled with misinformation.
NOVJL has posted a detailed debunking of much of the report’s specifics at their website www.teenkillers.org. 
Jody Robinson, whose brother Jimmy Cotaling was murdered by a teen killer in Michigan sentenced to life without parole for her cruel kidnap and torture murder of Mr. Cotaling, is the Michigan lead representative of the National Organization of Victims of Juvenile Lifers NOVJL. Jody released the following statement: “When my brother’s murderer lied to the Michigan ACLU previously, trying to deny her role in his gruesome and bloody stabbing murder, the Michigan ACLU published her lies as truth and argued for her release. Their willingness to interview killers who, not surprisingly will deny their own responsibility, and then publish those lies, despite what was true about the crime and proven in court, never ceases to shock and upset our family. Many devastated families in Michigan have been deeply hurt by the tactics employed by the Michigan ACLU on this issue of life sentences for those who knowingly and intentionally committed some of the worst aggravated murders in Michigan history. This publication is more of the same. If they want sentencing reform in Michigan, they should be working with us, not against us.”
 NOVJL President Jennifer Bishop Jenkins said of the campaign to free the few teens whose crimes were serious enough that they were tried and sentenced as adults to life, said: “Advocates for the offenders have misrepresented the brain science, the number of offenders serving this sentence, and worst of all, often the very facts of these horrific crimes. Victims’ families have been re-traumatized by the offender’s versions of these crimes in their crusade across the nation. They use phrases like ‘children sentenced to die in prison’ – nothing could be further from the truth. The fact is-- the only people in this scenario with the death sentence were our murdered loved ones. 
“The report is filled with half-truths, out and out lies, and misrepresentation. Michigan citizens and legislators will not be swayed by their attempts to make convicted murderers out to be nothing more than innocent children. These teen killers, who were mostly 17 and some within weeks of adult age of 18, and were found to be adults under Michigan law because of the exceptional heinousness of their crimes and the clearly adult culpability each of these offenders demonstrated.
“In addition to the deliberate inaccuracies in the publication, we also find the Michigan ACLU’s use of the title Basic Decency also to be offensive to victims. Basic decency would, instead, have been for the authors on the dedication/acknowledgments page at the front of this report to dedicate it to those murdered, not those who committed their murders, as they chose to do. Basic decency would be for the clients of these authors, the teen killers, not to have ever MURDERED our loved ones in the first place. Basic decency would be for the ACLU to give even 10% of the significant funding they are spending to free these killers on supporting and doing outreach to the victims’ families of these crimes. Basic decency would be for the authors to actually use facts proven in court instead of ‘stories’ from those who would like to not be in jail for life. The authors have no business using the title Basic Decency on this report.

“NOVJL's primary concern as an organization is that ALL the victims’ families that would be affected by the Michigan ACLU’s campaign to free their loved ones’ murderers are notified. And we are concerned that, now and in the future, all victims’ rights to be notified of, and heard in, their loved ones' murder cases are respected. 
“Retroactively undoing a natural life sentence for murder, as the ACLU is proposing, poses not only serious public safety risks and high economic legal costs for the taxpayers, but also daunting and re-traumatizing challenges to victims’ families and their rights to due process. Evidence that victims’ families might have needed to battle a parole release one day may be forever lost to them. Most walk away from their lengthy criminal justice proceedings, after the offenders have had their many days in court, believing that the life sentence is permanent. They usually do not register for victim notification. They move on, believing the offender can never threaten them again. Retroactively changing life sentences across the board for juvenile killers, we believe, is unconstitutional in its violations of these victims’ rights and due process rights; not to mention the cost to the public in extra unnecessary legal proceedings, and the real danger many released killers pose to public safety.
“While we believe natural life sentences for murder should ALWAYS be rare - no matter the age of the offender - it is sadly true that there are some people who are so dangerous that they can never be allowed to walk among us. Victims deserve legal finality. They deserve not to have to spend the rest of their lives attending parole hearings, fighting the release of their loved ones' killers. If the offender, no matter their age, young or old, shows profound culpability and heinousness in an aggravated homicide or multiple homicides, and they are not likely to ever be deemed safe for release, a natural life sentence is entirely appropriate.”
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