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Media Availability October 13, 2015
Contact:  Jody Robinson 248-736-1737 or Bobbi Jamriska 412-953-8410
Victims’ Families Attend Oral Argument 
in Montgomery v Louisiana
Opposing Retroactive Changes to Life Sentences 
Given To Their Loved Ones' Murderers 
Washington D.C.  - The United States Supreme Court is hearing oral argument in a case that will decide the retroactivity of the Miller v Alabama ruling that declared mandatory life sentences for juvenile killers unconstitutional. Murder Victims Families who joined in an amicus brief opposing retroactivity will be represented in Washington D.C. by the NOVJM President Jody Robinson and Vice-President Bobbi Jamriska. Jody and Bobbi will be available to speak to the media on the steps of the United States Supreme Court immediately following oral argument. Also in attendance will be attorney Jack Park of the Strickland, Brockington, Lewis LLC Law Firm from Atlanta, Georgia who authored the amicus brief representing the hundreds of victims' families of NOVJM.

No other comparable Supreme Court ruling has ever been found to be retroactive other than the famed Gideon v Wainwright that guaranteed legal representation to all defendants. Retroactivity of any legal proceeding change is not usually possible, given that going back in time is impossible, courts cannot recreate Due Process proceedings required in our nation's Criminal Justice system. Witness die or disappear. Victims' families have moved on. Records are lost. Judges and Juries are long gone. It is virtually impossible for a new sentencing proceeding on a case long since closed to be just and fair.

But worse, re-opening traumatic losses of already agonized victims' family members, who were promised legal finality with the life sentences given to their loved ones' murderers, has measurable harmful impacts on these victims. Experts in neuroscience and professional psychologists articulate what we already know - that victims family members can suffer significant disruption to their lives in the re-opening of such a horrific case years later. Stress, physical health effects, inability to sleep or focus at work, disruption in relationships, and deep personal sadness and agony can result from the traumatizing process of having to re-engage in a courtroom with the person that ruined their lives already by killing their loved one.

“We believe the Supreme Court will not find Miller to be retroactive if they act in a way consistent with legal precedence. If they were to do so, some of us with cases decades old, we would all have to go back to court and re-engage again repeatedly with the offenders who ruined our lives. We walked away from these sentences believing that part of our ordeal was over. Many of us did not register for victim notification and may be difficult to find. Many did not retain records that they might now need, raising due process and victims’ rights concerns,” said Jody Robinson of Michigan, President of NOVJM, whose brother Jim Cotaling was brutally murdered by juvenile and her adult accomplice.
“There has been many millions of dollars spent by advocates for the 1300 so-called juvenile lifers in our nation. Not a dime offered in support of the victims’ family members whose lives were destroyed by these murders. If our cases would be reopened, we all would need significant resources devoted to supporting us through this process. We call on all stakeholders in this process to remember that Justice must serve not only the offenders, but also victims and the public,” said Bobbi Jamriska of Pennsylvania, whose pregnant  sister Kristina Grill was brutally killed by her teenage boyfriend.           






 ###
To speak with victims’ family members or to see victim contacts and stories, amicus briefs, research, news reports, legislation, etc., contact NOVJM at www.teenkillers.org. 

